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Welcome!  We are so glad to have you 
with us in worship this morning. If you are 
worshiping with us for the first time, please 
fill out one of the “welcome” cards in the pew 
rack and place it in the offering plate later 
on in the service, so we may greet you and 
respond to any questions you might have.

* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

December 31, 2017 — First Sunday After Christmas
We Come Together as God’s People

 Prelude             Prelude and Fugue in G Major, Op. 37        Felix Mendelssohn 
                                         Dr. John Allegar, organ (1809-1847)

+ Welcome  Dr. James W. Riley

 Call to Worship (Psalm 148)
Leader:  Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, all you angels!  Praise God,  
you heavenly host!

People:  Praise God! Sun and moon.   
Praise God!  All you shining stars.

Leader: Young men and women alike, old and young together!
People:  Let us praise the name of the Lord,  

for God alone is exalted.
Leader: God’s glory is above earth and heaven.
People:  Praise the Lord!

 Prayer of Adoration 

+*Hymn #40 Joy to the World!  ANTIOCH

 Call to Confession  

 Prayer of Confession

Leader: Merciful Savior, forgive us.  

People:  We have been busy.  Sometimes we do not see the light of  
  salvation breaking into our ordinary days.  We have not 
  cradled the truth of your love in hearts.  We do not  
  proclaim your presence to our neighbors, or claim you as 
  our greatest glory.

 Silent Confession

Leader: Make us like Simeon and Anna.  

People:  As we step into this new year, give us eyes to see your saving  
  presence in our midst.  Make us faithful in service and  
  worship, bold in wonder, and quick to proclaim your 
  presence to those who are seeking your light. In your holy  
  and eternal name we pray,  Amen.

 Assurance of Pardon

* Response of Praise   GLORIA 
        Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
        (Glory to God in the highest!)

Joy to the World! is a paraphrase by Isaac 
Watts of Psalms 98:4-9.  He entitled it 
“The Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom.”  
The paraphrase gives a Christological 
interpretation to the psalm.  The scriptural 
text is an expression of joy over the 
marvelous works of God.  Watts gives it a 
fresh interpretation, praising God for the 
salvation brought through the babe of 
Bethlehem.  The tune “Antioch” was written 
by American music educator Lowell 
Mason.  It is derived from two motifs found 
in Handel’s Messiah.
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* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

* The Passing of the Peace

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.

People:  And also with you.

+*Hymn #37 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly POLISH CAROL

 Ritual of Friendship   Rev. David A. Berry

We Experience God’s Word
  Time with Children

 Prayer of Illumination  Elder Lisa Enright  

 First Lesson Galatians 4:4-7 (p. 1061)

 Anthem        What Songs Were Sung John Jacob Niles 
  Stephanie Carowan Courter, soprano (1892-1980)

We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago, 
When Mary birthed her own sweet Son  
     and peace and love became as one.   
The Son of God, as scriptures said, was Virgin born in a tiny shed, 
Where simple shepherds stood hard by  
     while heav’nly sound filled up the sky.

Now let us stand, uncovered all, before this crèche in lowly stall, 
Where kings and angels dignify God’s gift, His Son, in humility. 
We do not know, we cannot tell what songs were sung,  
     what starlight fell, Or why the holy mystery stands  
     for so many years in so many lands.

We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago,  
When Mary birthed her own sweet Son  
     and peace and love became as one. 

 Second Lesson Luke 2:22-40 (p. 961)

PARENTS:  
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
Children may attend Child Care (infant -2), 
Chapel (3-5s) or remain in worship with 
their families (1st - 5th grade) following 
the Time with Children. Please check your 
child in at a Welcome Center Kiosk or 
fill out a name tag (in pew racks) before 
sending your child forward for the Time 
with Children. Place half of the tag on your 
child’s back and bring the other half with 
you when you pick up your child.

Infants, Room 240
Toddlers and Twos, Room 233
Chapel for Threes thru Fives, Room 234
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty. 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen

* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

 Sermon   Rev. Caroline V. Dennis

“Do You See What I See?” 
“My eyes have seen your salvation,  

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples.” 
(Luke 2:30-31)

We Give Thanks to God
 Invitation to Discipleship  

* Affirmation of Faith  (The Apostles’ Creed) 

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

 Offertory The Jesus Gift Gilbert M. Martin 
   (b. 1941)

Shall I gather em’ralds, shall I bring him gold? 
Shall I shower diamonds, white-hard, bright-cold? 
Shall I spangle jewels like stars above? 
Give him laughter, bring peace-filled laughter, 
Offer him warm laughter and love. 

Shall we gather em’ralds, shall we bring him gold? 
Shall we shower diamonds, white-hard, bright-cold? 
Shall we spangle jewels like stars above? 
Give him laughter, bring peace-filled laughter, 
Offer him warm laughter and love.

Simplest of gifts, gentlest of hearts, 
kindness he’ll use as he leads; 
So, give him these gifts, hand him your hearts, 
honor his birth, and you’ll need no 

Em’ralds nor rubies, silver nor gold; 
neither bright diamonds, white-hard, bright-cold. 
Spangle not rich jewels like stars above; 
You’ll have laughter, sweet peace-filled laughter,  
simple warm laughter and love. 

* Doxology and the Prayer of Thanksgiving (Hymn #592)

We Go Forth to Serve
* Closing Hymn #29 Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT

* Charge and Benediction

* Postlude Go, Tell It on the Mountain    Richard Elliott 
   (b. 1957)

Go, Tell It on the Mountain is an African-
American carol that directly calls us to 
spread the “good news,” suggesting the 
social implications of the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  The refrain theme comes from Old 
Testament passages in which praise to God 
for acts of divine deliverance was often 
shouted, both literally and metaphorically, 
from the mountaintops (as in Isaiah 
42:11).  While the three stanzas tell the 
essence of the Christmas story, the refrain 
underscores the missionary impetus of the 
Christian church: “go and make disciples of 
all nations.”


